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HONORING THE LIFE OF MORRIS 

‘‘MOE’’ BILLER 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Illinois (Mr. DAVIS) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to pay tribute to a giant in 
the labor movement, a giant whose 
voice was silenced 2 weeks ago, Mr. 
Morris Biller, affectionately known as 
Moe. Moe Biller departed this life on 
September 5 at age 87. 

Moe Biller’s voice may be silent, but 
the principles for which he lived and 
fought for can be heard all around the 
world. It is often said that success in 
life can be measured by how many peo-
ple one is able to touch in a positive 
way. By all accounts, Moe Biller lived 
a pretty successful life. 

He was one of those individuals who 
had to swim upstream. His 20 plus 
years as president of the American 
Postal Workers Union helped to trans-
form that union and the United States 
Postal Service. Moe’s legacy will per-
haps be that of a hero to those workers 
of the Postal Service who were viewed 
as mediocre to the mail process. He 
was a champion for the little people. 

In 1970, he led a strike that began in 
his hometown of New York and spread 
to 30 cities involving 200,000 workers. 
Former President Richard Nixon called 
in the National Guard in an effort to 
move the mail. That strike led to post-
al reorganization in 1971 and provided 
workers with the right to bargain for 
wages, benefits and improved working 
conditions. 

Even those who did not agree with 
Moe’s style or message respected him 
for his courage and passion on behalf of 
the workers at the postal workers’ op-
eration. 

The Postmaster General has noted 
that Moe Biller was a forceful, innova-
tive leader who worked tirelessly on 
behalf of the American Postal Workers 
Union members and on behalf of the 
Postal Service. The Postmaster Gen-
eral ordered that flags at postal facili-
ties be flown at half staff until Biller’s 
burial, which took place on Sunday, 
September 7.
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Mr. Speaker, Moe Biller’s imprints 
on the labor movement, collective bar-
gaining rights, and concern for human-
ity are attributes to be admired. Moe’s 
work will continue with leaders like 
the current president of the APWU, 
Bill Burrus. I was pleased to join Bill 
Burrus and members of APWU at the 
Second Annual Moe Biller Postal Con-
ference which took place at the Brook-
ings Institute recently, and Moe’s pres-
ence could be felt. 

We have lost a giant in the move-
ment. The best way we can honor Moe 
Biller is to keep his spirit alive by re-
dedicating ourselves and redoubling 
our efforts to improve worker condi-
tions, protect collective bargaining, ex-
pand health care to those in need, and 
provide adequate resources for those 

who are the everyday workers of our 
society. I ask that my colleagues, citi-
zens of America, and the 750,000-plus 
postal workers join with me in extend-
ing our heartfelt condolences to the 
Moe Biller family and our thanks for 
his great work on behalf of humanity. 
May Moe Biller’s spirit rest in peace 
and resonate in our actions. He was 
truly a representative of the working 
man. 
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HONORING PROFESSOR EDWARD 
TELLER 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
KLINE). Under a previous order of the 
House, the gentleman from California 
(Mr. HUNTER) is recognized for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. HUNTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to pay tribute to one of the great 
Americans of the last century, Dr. Ed-
ward Teller, who passed away on the 
9th of September and said of his own 
accomplishments, ‘‘What I did, I did be-
cause it was necessary, not to be re-
membered. The little contributions I 
made in pure science, I am proud of 
those, and whomever wants to remem-
ber that, fine.’’ But Dr. Edward Teller 
deserves to be remembered, and it is 
important that we remember him be-
cause he perhaps more than anyone 
else in American science believed that 
we could achieve peace in the world 
through military strength. He did ev-
erything he could to rally a commu-
nity of scientists, technical people, en-
gineers to back up the political leader-
ship in this country when we were 
faced with an enormous military adver-
sary in the Soviet Union. And ulti-
mately as the Soviet ambassador said 
when he left at the end of his tenure 
upon the collapse of the Soviet Empire, 
the Reagan Strategic Defense Initia-
tive, which was largely Edward Tell-
er’s, hastened the fall of the Soviet 
Empire by a full half decade. 

Dr. Teller died at age 95 of a stroke 
at his home in Palo Alto where he had 
worked for the past 28 years as a senior 
Fellow at the Hoover Institution at 
Stanford, a towering source of Amer-
ican intellect and ideals, both literally 
and figuratively. Just a few days ear-
lier, he had put in his last day of work 
at the Lawrence Livermore National 
Laboratory which he cofounded with 
his fellow University of California pro-
fessor, Ernest Lawrence, 51 years ago 
this month, and where he labored pro-
digiously for the American cause ever 
since. 

Characteristically on his last Liver-
more workday, he was reviewing recent 
technical developments concerning a 
new source of nuclear energy, an area 
he was deeply engaged in the past 64 
years and upon which topic he coau-
thored a seminal scientific paper 70 
years ago that is still widely referenced 
today. 

But what makes Teller unique among 
all of the rest of the greats of our time 
is a vision and courage that he mani-
fested in a most difficult, too-little-re-

membered era already a half century in 
our Nation’s past when Americans and 
the other free people in the world came 
into serious confrontation with the em-
pire led by the Soviet Union. 

In the late 1930s, Teller and many 
others, more than a few being fellow 
refugees from Hitler’s tyranny, had an-
swered President Franklin Roosevelt’s 
call to commit their technical talents 
to the defense of freedom against the 
clear and present danger of fascism 
with historic consequences known to 
us all. A decade later in the late 1940s 
when the world’s free peoples faced an-
other grave, but less clearly perceived, 
totalitarian threat, Teller rallied and 
led American scientists and engineers 
in providing American political leaders 
with the key technical means for with-
standing the Soviet challenge. He con-
tinued his exemplary leadership for the 
following quarter century until one of 
our greatest Presidents, Ronald 
Reagan, sounded the call for the con-
clusive campaign of the Cold War. 
Then already at an age when most are 
content to rest, Edward Teller again 
rallied and marshaled his professional 
colleagues from all over America to 
create the technical core of the inter-
lock set of philosophical, political, eco-
nomic, and military challenges that 
Reagan launched at the Soviet Empire, 
resulting in its unexpectedly swift, 
bloodless, and utter collapse. 

Mr. Speaker, Teller’s technical ge-
nius and near solitary perseverance 
gave the United States crucial first ac-
cess to the most fearsome weaponry, 
and the vision that he shared with Er-
nest Lawrence in founding the second 
laboratory concerned with nuclear 
weaponry that has endured and ensured 
America’s weaponry excellence 
through its brilliantly conceived, su-
premely effective appeal to innate 
American competitiveness, and as we 
will do very well to remember this 
Teller-Lawrence lesson regarding the 
surpassing importance of competition-
based technical preeminence in all cru-
cial national security programs, very 
specifically including nuclear weap-
onry, for every bit as long as it takes 
to undergird America’s national secu-
rity. 

It was Edward Teller’s Churchillian-
quality vision, his simple eloquence, 
and his unwaivering moral courage, 
and not just once but twice facing 
down multitudes of those less com-
mitted to the effective defense of tradi-
tional Western values, and yes to the 
triumph of the American cause, that 
we should most honor and longest re-
member. To be sure, Edward Teller 
made mistakes, and he acknowledged 
and regretted them; but they dwindle 
into complete insignificance when 
viewed against his monumental accom-
plishments on behalf of all Americans 
and indeed all freedom-loving people 
everywhere. 

Mr. Speaker, I am reminded when Dr. 
Teller talked about going to meet Al-
bert Einstein in 1939 and asking a little 
girl skipping rope if she knew where 
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